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Dr. Joe Bouton (leftmost in the middle row) lectures about novel endophytes to three universiti

Dr. Joe Bouton (leftmost in the middle row) lectures about novel endophytes to three
universities in Ukraine. The lecture is translated live by Dr. Oleksiy Kornijchuk (top left) to
52 students at Podillia State University, Podillia Institute of Fodder and Agriculture, and
Uman National University of Horticulture.

In May 2022, Volodymyr Zelenskyy held a Zoom call with 60+ American universities.
Within his message was a request for American professors to donate their time and

help Ukrainian students finish their college degrees during the war.



In the fall of 2023, a course was launched and
taught virtually to students at three
universities in Ukraine: Podillia State
University, Podillia Institute of Fodder and
Agriculture, and Uman National University of
Horticulture. The course, “Fescue Toxicosis
and Management,” was led by the University
of Missouri and coltaught with faculty from
North Carolina State University, Virginia Tech
University, and the University of Georgia.
These universities and their faculty are part
of the Alliance for Grassland Renewal
(grasslandrenewal.org), a nonlprofit
organization that works with government and
industry stakeholders to replace toxic
Kentucky 31 tall fescue with cultivars that

contain a novel endophyte.

TOKCHUYHICTb KOCTPULi OUepeTAHOITa BUpilLeHHA Npobnemu

Kypc ana cryaeHTis
CiNbCLKOTOCNOAapPCLKMX Ta BeTePHHAPHNX BH3 Ykpaikn

TOKCHIHICTE KOCTPHU i€ ABMWEM, NOB'AZaHMM i3
rogisnelo TeapuH y Cnonyuyenux Lratax. Bowo TOKCUYHUM T
i KOCTPHUi )i, HaW iwin y 8 CLUA.

Y upsomy kypci Gyae p icropito  uiel ; 300POB'A TBapWH i
TBAPMHHKLTBO; eHAOdITH rpnbie Ta ix TOKCMHM; YNPABAIHHA NAcoBMWAMK; TOKCMuHI |
HETOKCUYHI COPTH; KOHOMIKA; BUPOBHULITBO Ta AKICTL HACIHHA.

Ockinbku Tema € i neKuii ni, ANA CTYAEHTIB
KONA CI/IbCbKOTOCN0AAPCEKUX dakynbTeTie.

+  MiKAMCUMNAIHAPHUIA KYpC ANA CTyAeHTiB | i iB 3
s

KK CinbebKOrO T iiTa
+  Buknapgae Yuisepcuter Miccypi Ta ANbAHC 33 OHOBNEHHA NACOBMLL
«  Mpuitmaioumit yHiBepcuTeT: IHCTUTYT KOPMIB Ta cinbCcbKoro rocnogapcrea Moainna HAAH

(M. BiHHMUA)
*  BapricTb: Be3KOWTOBHO 33 KypC Ta MaTepiany
+  Nigpy i iami i
o Fescue Toxicosis and Management (Roberts and Andrae, 2018) wowrHa
3 BHO2O AMEPUKU MG AMEPUKTHCbKO20
mosapucmea pocAuHHUYMea. faama 30 o nybnikayiio 3i cmydenmis He
cmAzysamumemscs.
o The Wonder Grass (Ball, Lacefield, Hoveland, 2019) mow+a 3aeéaHmamumu 3i
cninbrHo20 ducko. [lnama 3a yio nyGaikauiio 3i ¢ ia He A,
o Cnolidu nekyiil y popmami PDF 6ydyme HoOGHI.
«  3auatma 8 Zoom 0 16:30 paHKy 3a KMIBCbKMM 4acom y uyetsep, 3 7 sepecHa A0 16
nucTonaaa
*  Mosa: aHrailicbka 3 NepekNafoM Ha yKPaiHCLKY

Flyer sent to agricultural universities
throughout Ukraine to announce the
virtual course, “Fescue Toxicosis
and Management.” The course was
taught in the fall of 2023 by faculty
at four land grant universities in the
U.S. to 52 students at three
universities in Ukraine.

Students received materials written by faculty at the University of Missouri, Clemson

University, Auburn University, the University of Kentucky, and the University of Georgia.

Most of the authors were members of the Societies. Their materials included the ASA

and CSSA publication, Fescue Toxicosis and Management (https://bit.ly/3ZbdURz;

Roberts & Andrae, 2018). They also included The Wonder Grass (https://bit.ly/3ufetA7;

Ball, Lacefield & Hoveland, 2019), published by the Oregon Tall Fescue Commission.

Materials were provided at no cost to the students.

Professors lectured in English with live translation into Ukrainian. Prior to the lecture,

they provided a script to expedite the translation.


https://bit.ly/3ZbdURz
https://bit.ly/3ufetA7

In the U.S., such a course would be listed in the catalogue as “Special Problems” and
assigned 1 credit hour. In Ukraine, students received credit by a certificate that

acknowledged their completion of the course.

Humanitarian Effort

The initial purpose of the course was to fulfill the request from President Zelenskyy—to
help Ukrainian college students. It taught Ukrainian students about a reallife, pervasive,
and complex problem in the U.S. that could only be addressed with a multillisciplinary
team of plant and animal scientists and with agricultural economists. During the class,
a secondary purpose emerged. As students, faculty, and their farm families became
aware fescue toxicosis, they will hopefully avoid planting toxic tall fescue when they

reclaim their land after the war.

This course served as a pilot. It provided a successful model for teaching additional

courses in Ukraine, assuming the faculty in Ukraine saw the benefit.

Teaching this course was humanitarian in nature. It was not political. Nor was it militant.

It was volunteer work, and our professors received no pay or plaques.
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